of crisis and resolution.
The Stage of Hypercemia.?The patient is confined to bed in a large and airy ward, the temperature of which is maintained at about 62 deg. to 65 deg. F.
The temperature is taken every four hours in ordinary cases.
Sponging with tepid water often gives great relief, and it might be done night and morning as a routine practice.
The diet consists of milk and beef-tea only, and the patients fed at short and regular intervals.
It is the usual custom at St. Mary's to commence the treatment by giving one to two grains of calomel with ten to thirty grains of pulv. jalap co., followed, if necessary, by a saline, by which means a free evacuation of the bowels is produced.
The local treatment will be first discnssed, and it will be necessary to consider it in some detail. Of late years Dr. Lees has used the ice-bag in the treatment of pneumonia, and as the result of his experience he now warmly advocates its employment as a local application. He has now come to the conclusion that not only does the ice of the ice-bag relieve the pain, and greatly reduce the temperature, but also that it tends to check local inflammation of the lung. It is necessary to add a few words with regard to the method of employment of this remedy, and also with respect to the precautions to be adopted while using it. The bag ?in an emergency an ordinary sponge-bag will suffice? is to be filled loosely with small pieces of ice, and the mouth securely tied?a soft towel placed round the bag will absorb any liquid that may escape from it. The bag is then to be placed in contact with as large a surface of the affected side as possible, and should the patient be restless, may be kept in position by a few turns of a bandage. The proper application of the icebag is greatly facilitated by the attention of a skilful nurse.
Suspension of the bag should be tried as a last resource. The length of time during which the application should be continued is to be decided by the condition of the patient, and the progress of the disease.
Should the temperature, which must be taken every hour, fall below 100 deg., the bag must be removed, and replaced when it rises again to 102 deg. The In those cases in which recovery of the lung does not take place, it is of the first importance to maintain the patient's strength, and should the expectoration become foetid, the use of antiseptic inhalations must be resorted to. If these measures fail to produce an amelioration of the symptoms, surgical interference may give relief.
